DIVISION OF CLINICAL AND ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY 
OF THE AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 


January 19448 Vole 1, Noe 3. 


CALL FOR 
The Program Committee of the Division of Clinical and Abnormal Psychology decided to 
call early this year for abstracts of papers for the sessions of the Division at the 
Boston meetings of the A.Pehe 


The Division will arrange three kinds of programs: 

Ie Two symposia, restricted to discussion of professional problems, on the day 
before the olficiail convertion of the AeP.Ae The Program Committee will en- 
tertain suggestions as to the topics of these two symposia as well as ab- 
stracts of addresses to open such symposiae Deadline March lst. 

Symposia within the official convention program, pertaining either to profes- 
sional or to scientific topics. The Program Committee will entertain (a) sug- 
gestions as to topics, (b) recommendations as to the program, (c) full plans 
of the symposia indicating chairman and no more than three presentors, each 
limited to a maximum of 20 minutes presentation. Deadline March 15th. 

Papers. Original research reports as well as summaries of the state of know- 
ledge in various areas of clinical and abnormal psychology are invited. The 
time limit of the papers should be set by tne author and stated in the ab- 
stract. These time limits, however, are subdject to revision by the Program 
Committee. Deadline April lst. 


For all three types of programs, abstracts should be submitted in quadruplicate, 
double-spaced, no longer than 250 words. 


All abstracts are to be sent to Dr. Vavid Wechsler, Chairman, Program Committee, New 
York University, Department of Psychiatry, 400 E. 30th Ste, New York 16, Nev York. 
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The Committecs of the Division are beginning to formulate their tasks. It is impera- 
tive that the membership express its wishes, problems, suggestions to stir the work 
of the Committees. Please reread the Description of the Committee Functions (Nevs- 
letter Noe 1) and communicate to the respective Committees your contribution to the 
planning work of the Divisione If it is unclear to which Committee an issue pertains, 
send your letter to the Secretary of the Division. 
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It is more the rule than the exception that the application of membership by-laws re- 
sult in red-tare and mistakes on the part of the officers and misunderstandings on 
the vart of the membership. We seem to be no exception to this rule. 


The situation of our Division in the past two years was so complicated that it pro- 
duced many mistakes and misunderstandings. To explain the past mistakes and misun- 
derstandings and to forestall future ones, we present here a brief summary of the 
situation. 


When the APA was reorganized, we were all asked to express Divisional preferences, 

At the time there were so many divisional possibilities that many of us failed to in- 
dicate preferences for the Clinical Division or for the Division of Atnormal Fsychol- 
ogy and Psychotherapy. Others assumed thet indicating Divisional preference alone 
made one a member of a Division. Still others assumed thet the grandfather rights 
which the new APA accorded to all mombers of the AAAP plus the Divisional preference 
mece them automatically a member of the Division. Our Division, however, ruled 
otherwise: application blanks were sent to all who expressed preference cither for 
the Clinical Division or for the Division of Abnormal Psychology and Psychotherapy. 


So it heppened that many clinical psychologists who had the right to become members 
never received an application blank and never became officially members of the Divi- 
sion. Even some of those clinical psychologists whom the [xecutive Committee of the 
Division clected to serve on various committees were in this position. 


So much for the misuncerstandings. 


As far as the red-tape goes, we had se many applications to process last year that we 
dic it mchanically. It is certain thet there are quite a few people who should have 
been Fellows 9nd were elected only as Associates because they did not meet the formal 
requirements anc there wes ne time for scrutiny of the quality of their experience, 
The Membership Committee this year will give these cases close attention in order to 
undo what by-lews and red-tape did. Jt will, however, be up to the individual mem- 
bers to bring their membership status to the att. nticn of the Membership Committee, 


As for mistakes: there were many. The most glaring ones, which were reproduced in 
our first Newsletter, should be cerrected here: Dr. William A. Hunt was duly elected 
a Fellow of the Division and thus he is not an advisor but a regular member of the 
Committee on Research, The membership list omitted Dr. Harold 4. ‘helsen (Fellow) 
and Dr. Selma Landisberg (Associate) who were duly elected by the membership meeting. 
In the Committee on Job Opportunities Dr. Gertrude Hildreth is listed by mistake, 
this should have been Dr. Harold M. Hildreth. 


Whet all members and prospective members of the Division have to know about the mem- 
bership by-laws is this. (1) No one who is not an Associate of the APA can become a 
member of the Division, other than an Affiliate. Therefore, non-APA applicants will 
be mailed APA Associate application blanks, (2) Fellows of the APA are elected on 
Division recommendation and Fellows are not elected by the Division, but are merely 
recommended for clection to the Council of Representatives of the PA which elects 
them. For instence, if we recommend applications for Fellowship in Clinical and/or 
Abnormal Psychology and the Council of Representatives elects them to APA Fellowship, 
then they become Fellows of our Division, 
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NEW COMMITTEES 


Upon the recommendation of the officers, the Executive Committee appointed the fol- 
lowing additional Comnittees. Appointment of the Committees reported in Newsletter 
Noe 1, together with the appointment of the Comiittees reported here, completes the 
Committee structure cf the Divisione It is hoped that the members of the Division 
will communicate with the various Comuittees concerning their problems, wishes and 
Suggestions. It is the membership who should set the direction of the work of its_ 
Conmittecs.e 


Committee on Diagnostic Devices Committee on Teaching of Clinical Psy- 
Arthur Benton, Chairman ~ chology 

Mortimer Meyer Charies Cofer, Chairran 

Roy Schafer Le As Pennington 

Silvan Tomkins T.We Richards 

Simucl Beck Se Machover 


H. Bolgar, Advisor 
Committee on Professional Relations 


Ruth Tolman, Chairman Program Comittee 

Je McV. Hunt David Vechsier, Chairman, (President elect) 
Robert Malmo *Donald Lindsley 

Je Ge Miller Howard Hunt 


Mrse Re. R. Sears 
* Dre Lindsley was nominated dast year for 
huditing Comittee a two year tern) 
George Kully, Chairman 
R. I. Watson 


INFORMATION 


MEMBERSHIP STz.TUS 


At present 188 applications have heen received which have not yet been acted one 66 

of these are hold-overs from last year, 122 are new applications. These applications 
distribute as follows: 83 for Fellowship, 96 for Associateship, 9 for Affiliateship. 
The Secretary's Office prepared all the new Fellowship applications and has submitted 
them to the Membership Committee for processing. 


In the present membership the Fellows distribute as follows: 292 Fellows in Clini- 
cal Psychology, 19 Fellows in Abnormal Psychology, 20 Fellows in Clinical and ijb- 
nornal Psychology, 2 Fellows, section not designated, 


GRANTS 


The United States Public Health Service's National :.dvisory Mental Health Council 
announces: 
(a) That grants and stipends for training in clinical psychology be given only to 
those institutions which offer doctorate or post-dcctorate training prograns 
in clinical psychology. 
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(ob) That grents be given to institutions for the advanced training of clinical psy- 
chologists who heve the doctoral degree, for a period of one tc two years. It 
wes further recommended that stipends et the $3,000 and $3,600 levels be made 
evailable for these edvanced students, and that these stipends be administered 
centrally rether than by training institutions, 

(c) That support by grants, but not by stipends, be given to institutions for contin- 
uetion or refresher courses of several weeks duration for clinical psychologists 
with a doctorate or its cquivalent. 


The "197 Yearbook of the Encyclopedia Britannice" carries an article on the "Growth 
of Clinical Psychclogy" (p. 631). 


The Lear Publishers, Inc. (New York City, 2l East 11th Street) published several vol- 
umes of formerly hardly available literary anc art material of interest to clinical 
psychologists. The reproductions and commentary titlec "The Fantasy of Pieter 
Breughel" and Dostoevski's "Stavrogin's Confescions" ( posacssed part of the "Idiot") 
are of perticuler interest, 


"Higher Educaticn for American Democracy: Vol, I - Establishing the Goals; Vol. II 
- Equelizing and Expanding Individual Opportunity: ---4 Report of the President's 
Commission on Higher Education", Government Fri:tins Office. This document is man- 
detory reading for all concerned with education tor cliirical psychology. 


JOB CFPORTUNITIES 
rom severel universities and colleges reached the Secretary's Office, ask- 
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ecommendations for experienced clinical psychclogists who are available and 
to direct a clinical training and teaching progrem on the Ph. D. level. 
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Drs. Mergaret Brenman and David Repaport resigned from their pcsitions at the Men- 
ninger Foundation as of July 1, 1948, and accepted positions at the Austen Riggs 
Foundetion. The Divisional Secretary's address remains until August 1: The Menninger 
Foundsticn, Topeka, Kansas. After August 1 the address is: Austen Riggs Foundation, 
Stockbridge, Massachusetts. The address of Doctor Brenman, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Therapy, changes as of July l. 


MEETINGS 

The G£P (Group for Advancement of Psychiatry), which comprises about 100 cutstanding 
psychiatrists, held its last meeting at Ashbury Park, New Jersey, on November 8, 9, 
and 10, This group deals will all current preblems of psychiatry and invites te its 
discussions #s consultants members of allied professions. (Members of our Division 
whe are invited to participate in these meetings are: David Shakow, Ph.D., Margaret 
Brenmen, Ph.D., Nerman Cameron, Ph.DeyMeDe, James G. Miller, Ph.D., M.D.). It is of 
interest end concern to clinical psychologists whe are precticing or intend to prace- 
tice psychotherapy to know that the complex problems which surround the issue of 
prect.ce of psychotherapy by psychologists were discussed by the Committee on Clini- 
cel Psychology of the GAP at this last meeting. The discussion will be continued at 
the next meetine of the G*P (April) which will be altogether devoted to psychother- 
apy. 
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At the meetings of the Auerican Orthopsychiatric Association (New York, Hotel Cori- 
modore, April 12-1, 19485) two round tables will be of special interest to clinical 
psychologists. Uavid Shakow organized a round table pertaining to psychotherapy and 
Sanucl Beck organized one pertaining to testing procedures. 


THAN NEVER 


The following letter was received by your Secretary: 


"Twenty y 


juars ago when I received ny —- degree in psychology fraa 

University, it was suggested that I apply for membership in the Americen Psychol- 
ogical sssociation. I have finally made up my mind and request that 

blanks be forwarded to ne. 


hat application 
The area of Clinicel Psychology is the one for which 
I vwuld be qualified," 


A careful reader of our first Newsletter--who regrettably was not i 
c2lls attention to the last paragraph of page 7 where it yeni e* 
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